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from Lady Elliot that a violent storm had temporarily
spoilt the beauty of the home to which he was hasten-
ing.

The tempest was of so violent a nature, and so
unusually disastrous in its effects, that the account of
it seems to be worth preserving, though its interest
will be slight to all beyond the precincts of Minto.

'Minto: Friday, July 24, 1789.

' I have been sitting some time looking at the paper
without knowing how to set about telling you the de-
vastations that have happened at Minto. I was in the
midst of a letter to you on Tuesday, when the most
violent storm of thunder, lightning, hail, and rain caine
on, that I believe ever happened in this island; it
began soon after eleven, and lasted above four hours
without intermission* The hailstones were as big as
the ends of my fingers, and united after they fell into
large solid pieces of ice, though the day was extremely
hot and oppressive. The lightning poured in at every
window, and the noise of the thunder was even out-
done by that of the water, which came pouring in
through the bottom of the house till it was several feet
deep in water. It rushed though the stone hall like a
strong run; the rents of doors and windows not being
enough to let it off, it was soon several feet deep. , . .
We were obliged to break a hole in the wall to save
the offices from being carried away.

* The water flowed over all the bridges. The pond
was full six feet above its banks, and fell over the